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SLOW SHUTTER SPEED LESSON

The Sharp Shooters Camera Club has a “slow shutter speed” assignment.  Why would you want to 
take a photo with a slow shutter speed?

 Soft water, as a waterfall or stream.
 Photos in low light or at night.
 Create light streaks from moving objects at night.
 Intentional blur.
 Impression of speed.
 Hide moving objects by making their movement a small part of the exposure.

How should you set your camera?

 If your camera has adjustable settings, select a slow shutter speed such as 1/15 in shutter 
priority mode (S or Tv), or select a small aperture such as ƒ22 in aperture priority mode (A or 
Av).  Using a low ISO such as 100 will make it easier to set the shutter speed of aperture.

 If your camera has no adjustable settings but has different “modes” try shooting in night 
mode, but cover the flash.  Good luck.

When should you try this?  Look for low light situations.

 Night photos often require long shutter speeds.
 For daylight photos, an overcast sky will always be easier than a bright day.

What other gear is useful?

 A tripod is essential.
 A neutral density filter decreases the amount of light reaching the sensor, and allows the 

photo to be taken in brighter light.  ND filters come in different powers with different rating 
systems used by different manufacturers.  In general, the higher the number, the greater the 
effect.

 A polarizer filter has an effect similar to a ND filter, but with limited strength. The polarizer is 
more useful for reducing reflections and glare.

 A cable release or remote release is a good way to keep the camera from moving when you 
take the picture.  An alternative is to use the self-timer built into the camera, and some 
cameras have a 2 second timer specifically for this purpose.

What can go wrong?

 Increasing ISO to avoid using a long shutter speed can produce digital “noise”, giving the 
photo a low quality look.

 Photos of blurred water can have burned out whites.  Try underexposing a little.
 Your camera might not expose properly.  Check your histogram and learn how to adjust your 

exposure by adding or subtracting exposure.
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Shutter speed 1/15 second, ƒ 40, ISO 100

Shutter speed 1/125, ƒ 13, ISO 100


